
Follow museum dragon 
Ignite (Iggy for short) 
around the Lives and 
Landscape exhibition 
on the ground floor of 
the museum. He wants to 
show you some amazing 
objects from West 
Berkshire’s past.

LIVES & LANDSCAPE

Trail



GEOLOGY OF WEST BERKSHIRE

Do you see Iggy?  He is 
waiting for you in room 1. 1

Iggy is ready to go!  Look out for his claw prints in this 
trail and use the clues to find the museum objects and 
learn some fun facts.

I’m on the 
activity trolley 
in this room!

Find the fossils of some 
long dead sea creatures...2

stay in room 1

Did you know 
that the word 

fossil comes from 
the Latin word 
fossilis which 

means ‘dug up’?

How many 
different types 
of sea creature 

are there?



     STONE AGE
follow iggy 
to room 2.3

...And now spot a Stone Age hand axe 
which will look similar to this...

Being a dragon, Iggy can sense treasure.  Can you find the 
Bronze and Iron Age gold objects that Iggy can sense?  
Tick when you have found them then label what they are.

4

Still in room 2.

Did you know these hand 
axes are made from stone 
by a process called flint 
knapping?  A piece of 
stone would be shaped 
using another stone called 
a hammerstone.   

BRONZE & IRON AGES

What was 
I used 
for?

What type of stone are these hand axes made from?

Did you know the Bronze and Iron Ages are named after their 
preferred material for making tools and weapons, although they 
both used precious metals such as gold to make jewellery and 
high value coins? 
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...and Anglo Saxon objects.  Oh no, 
there is more jewellery here that 
Iggy will want to add to his treasure 
hoard.  Find it before Iggy!

6

Stay in room 2.

Iggy wants to 
explore the shiny 
red pottery in 
the Romans case.  
Can you see it?

Did you know that this pottery is often decorated with 
human, animal or floral figures as well as the Roman gods 
and geometric shapes?  What decoration can you see here? 

Did you know that the Anglo Saxons were made 
up of three tribes from Europe called the 
Angles, Saxons and Jutes?  The two largest were 
the Angles and Saxons making the Anglo Saxons.

ROMANS & ANGLO SAXONS

What is 
this shiny 

red pottery 
called?

What am I 
and what 

makes me so 
beautiful?
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Discover a helmet worn by a 
horse soldier (cavalry) during 

the English Civil War. 
8

remain in room 2.

Iggy has found his friend John Winchcombe 
(also called Jack of Newbury).  They have lost 
the loom used to weave cloth.  Can you find it?

Did you know 
that Jack of Newbury 

made his fortune 
through the cloth trade?

Did you know two battles 
were fought at Newbury 
during the English Civil War?

           TUDORS AND
      ENGLISH CIVIL WAR

What material 
did I use to 
make cloth?

I am called a 
three-barred or 

lobster pot helmet.  
Can you see how I 

resemble a
 lobster?
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Iggy remembers that before cars and trains 
the fastest way to travel over land was by 
stagecoach – not that it would be fast to us!  
Spot a rhyme about one of the coaching inns 
(where a stagecoach would have stopped). 
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iggy is still hovering in room 2.

Iggy is looking 
for the Newbury 
coat.  Can you 
help him?

Did you know that the challenge in 1811 was to make a coat 
from beginning (shearing the sheep) to end (wearing the coat) in 
one day.  It was won and the challenge has been re-run since.

Did you know that in 1795 local magistrates met in the George 
and Pelican Inn to talk about bringing in something called the 
Speenhamland System, which was a way of helping the poor by 
providing the cost of bread?

        NEWBURY COAT
     AND STAGECOACHING

In this case 
are the tools 
that were 

used to make 
the Newbury 

Coat...

 What is a 
stagecoach?



follow iggy to room 3.

11 Can you spot this 
wooden box?

Iggy has wandered into room 4. He has found some objects 
to do with war and protest. 12

WAR AND PROTEST

Who used me 
to clean the 
fireplaces of 
big houses? 

Tick when you 
find each one and 
say what it is
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KENNET AND AVON CANAL

You can explore the rest of the museum and 
find more amazing objects and fun facts.

Look around 
room 4 for the 
blue programme 
(booklet) for 
the Crafty Craft 
Race 1983. Tick when 
you have found it.

Goodbye.  
Come and visit 

me again!

Well done for 
keeping up 
with Iggy!

The Crafty Craft 
race is a boat 

race run annually 
on the canal 

between Kintbury 
and Newbury

Did you know that the Kennet and Avon canal that runs from 
Bristol to Reading through Newbury is 87 miles long and was 
built between 1794 and 1810?  It was built to transport goods 
but the arrival of the railway saw it gradually fall into 
disuse. In more recent times it has been reopened and is now 
used for pleasure. 


